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AIR BAIL ERS: hgb

VAR DEPARTHENT
The Adjutant Generalls Office  Suspense
Tashington 25, D.C. Date - 23 May 48
AGAO-C 370.6/, 3
(3 Mar 28) 23 April 1948

Regarding experience of Alfred Cobb and his associates in
Dumsran Tslands, Province of Pelawan, Fhilippine Islands
During the Japanese occupation of that territory, and hi
request for corpensation for Fhilippine guerrilla activities

SUBJLCT:

0 : Commanding General
Philippine-Ryukyus Command
AFO 707, c/o Postmaster
Sen Francisco, California

. Reference is made to lst Indorsement, this office, with in-
closures, dated 15 liarch 1948, file and subject as above, concerning
the request of Alfred Cobb that he and his brother be considered for
compensation for Failippine Guerrilla activities during the Japanese
occupation of the Philippine Islands.

2. Information is desired as to when the return of subject cor-
respondence, together with the desired information, may be expected in
this office.

BY ORDER OF TEHE SECRLTARY OF THE ARNY:

s/ B J Faurville
+/ hdjutant General
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HEADQUARTERS
PHTLTIPPINES-RYUKYUS, COMMAND
Sl OFFICE OF THE COHMANDING GENERAL

CSOPTaIeNed 70 707

Dear!

Receipt 46 acknowledged of your lotter, dated -
in vhich you request

Individnls requesting recognition as guerrilla casudlties are ro-

quired to

§ documentery evidoncs in oo far co possibie to sibstan-
idual-claim;-£0 that proper consideration may b

Enclosed herewith is Gubrrilla Affairs Division Form No. 2 in trip-
licate for accomplighment in accordence i
and letter entitled, "Information Concerning Guerrilla Casualties.'t

It is suggosted
within sixty (60) de
Guerrilla Affairs Diviei S 1ding
Yo, T-711, Thilippine 7 Avea, Guezon City, or mailed to.the
Commanding Genersl, ?Hlmnm\, Attention: Guerrilla Affairs Division,
PO 707, ofo Fostmastor, San Francisco, Cclifornia,

at, o application be presented ith nms lotter
o) bove Gate, cither in pevsom

Sincerely,

3 Incls:

Guerrilla Affairs Division

Form #2, in triplicate

Instructions for Form #2

3. Information Concerning
Guerrilla Casualtics.

&
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el
BASIC: ILiw fr Mr. Alfred Oobb %o Seavetary James Forrestal, dated 3 March
; 48, roquesting cospensstion for his guerrilla activities.
GSOFU 091 B 2 1nd
BEADQUARTSRS, PNILIPPINSS-RYUKIUS COMMAMD, AR 707 13 APR!MC'VI
70: The Adjutant General, Depertment of the Aray, Washington 25, Do C.

1. and of facts
the claim of lr. Alfred Cobb reveal that his activities and the acti~
dﬁ‘; of his deceased In\hl;, Faul Cobb, as guerrillas, however patrie
otie o

guerrillas, Murthermore, y
mmﬁ\bmmmv&t. nrcrnltehxﬂl basie letter, was
unit. This unit was disarmed and disbarded in
Hay 1943 -Maouumbh friction with adjacent mun unita, |

2. A olaim has been filed with the U. S,-Fhilippine Far Duqc
Comvission by Angelica Gobb de los Santos, purportedly administratrix)
and heiress of the late ira D. Oobb, for personal effects and 24 heed|
of cattle lost during the war on Dumsran Island, Provinee of Falawen, '
Pilippine Islands. %o sction hss been taken on this olainm at present
and there is po indication as to ultimate disposition.

FOR TRE COMMANDING GENERAL:

CANAHrLL

Inels
/e ust Adj Gerv

Lt Col Wallace M, Hanes:

Basic, letter from Mr. Alfred Cobb, to Secretary James Forrestal, dated
3 March 48, requesting compensation for his guerrilla activities in Dumaran
Island, Province of Palawan, forwarded to this headquarters by lst Ind fr
the AG0 Dept of the Army, dated 15 Nareh 48, requesting information on which
to base a reply.

Capt £, R. Curtis
Chief, Unit Branch
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H3IDQULR ERS
THILIPFINES-RYUKYUS COMMAND

CHiCK SHEET
(ot ERC/ppm
& rched ghes:
Do not remove from sttrched shests Tel: U 433
FILZ VO, SUBJICT: Request of lr. Alfred Cobb.
s 9 April 48

Lt Col W. M. Hanes

(1) Capt E. R. Curtis

1. lir. Alfred Cobb has requested compensation as guerrillas for
services rendered in 1942 and 1943 on Palawan Island by himself and de-
ceased brother Faul. A succinct report of their activities is as follows:

a. Alfred and Paul Gobb, American mestizos, ran a cattle ranch
on Dunaran Island in Northern Falawan before the war. In April and ay
1942 they organized a Home Guard Organization and were able to gtorer
order and local forms of government in their area, Northern Palawan.
In September 1942 Alfred Cobb visited Cuyo Island and contacted several
Americans there who had been members of the 48th liaterial Squadron. Some
of these hmerican soldiers joined his unit and at the end of 1942 the Cobb
brothers had an estimated force of 150 men.

1y with this ization the Cobb brothers, Alfred
in perticulsr, mere experiencing difficulty and friction with the jocal
constabulary forces. In Jemuary 1943 the Cobb organization joined forces
with Higinio Mendoza, ex-governor of Palsven and orgamizer of guerrillas
in Southern Palawan. At this time friction between the Cobb-Yendoza Unit
and the constabulary groups became more violent which resulted in the dis-
arming of the Cobb-lendoga Croup and conplete disbandment of the organi-
zation in liay 1943. On #9'June 1943 liaj Guillerno Vadamba, Provincial
Inspector, Pnilippine Constabulary was shot and killed by Alfred Gobb.
Exact reasons are unknown, Maj Madamba would not take part in the guer-
rilla movement and Alfred Gobb was very active. This wide variance of
attitude together with the disbanding of Cobb's unit by the constabulary,
aided and abetied this violent sction.

c. There is a conflict of testinony at this point. Nr. Gobb in
his letter states that in kiay 1943 he went to Cuyo Island and proceeded
to fustralia. The Green Book states that lisdamba was killed in self-
defense by one of the Cobb brothers in June 1943. ir. Baldomero Garcia,
ixecutive Officer, Palawan Special Bn, states that liademba was murdered
by Alfred Cobb on 19 Jume 1943, The preponderance of evidence would
place Cobb's departure for Australia sometime after 19 June 1943. He
arrived in Darwin Australia on 6 Jamary 1944. Paul Cobb was purportedly
drowned at sea in December 1943 in an endeavor to reach Australia.

2. Lt Col Gilbert, Director, RFD has opined that lir. Alfred Cobb
cannot be considered as a USAFFE soldier in that he was never inducted.

“DECLASSIFIED

Authofity V! @_




C/N "Request of

Alfred Cobb," (Cont'd

3. Claims Service has advised the GAD that there are no claims filed
for the ranch or cattle belonging to the Cobb brothers and that they can
not_entertain a claim from Vr. Cobb for his cattle inasmuch as the guer-
rilla unit which would have used them is not recognized.

4+ The War Damsge Comnission has a claim on file by Angelica Cobb
de los Santos, administratrix and heiress of Ira D. Cobb, the father of
Alfred Cobb, for personal effects, 4 bulls and 20 cows. Hr. Alfred Cobb
mentions & Roland de los Santos as one of his men.

5. The Cobb brothers definitely do not qualify for guerrilla recog-
nition as they camnot meet the recognition criterion in that,

a. They do not demonstrate contimuity of activity.

b. Their unit was disarmed and disbanded by the Constabulary
forces in May 1943.

c. They engaged in inmter-unit quarrels and fighting detrimental
to the resistance movement.

Conclusions:

1. The guerrilla activity of lir. Cobb, however indicative of ratri-
otlc endeavor, does mot satisfy our constant guerrilla recognition criterion.

. The decision rendered by RFD precludes the possibility of remu-
neration to Nr. Cobb as a USAFFE soldier.

A claim for the cattle owned by lr. Cobb has been presented to the
VWar Damage Commission which precludes further action in this regard.

Reconmendation:
That the AGO Dept of the Army be given the following information:

a. Mr. Alfred Cobb cannot be recognized as a guerrilla.
That a clain has been filed with the War Damage Commission

for the cattle lost during the occupation, which if approved would warramt
Paul Cobb his proportionate share.

ELBERT R. CURTIS
Capt FA




SUBJECT: Regarding experiemces of Alfred Cobb and his associates in
an Islands, Province of Palavan, Philippine Islands
during the Jepanese occupation of that territory, and his
request for compensation for Philippine guerrilla activities.

AGAO=C 370.64 16 April 48
(3 ar 48) 1st Ind uvs/ame/m/aéo
4GO DEPT OF THE ARMY, Washington 25, D. C., 15 March 1948

0+ General, Comnand, AFO 707, c/o

Fostmaster, San Fl'anciscn, California
For information on which to base a reply.

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY:

s/ D. J. Tomnville
1 Inel: Adjutant General
Potostat cy ltr dtd 9 June 43
fm, Maj. V. V. Grasparil, Inf,
CO, 6th Military District CP 5
w/1 Incl.

DECLASSIFIED

]me, ML?&;M?‘




March 3, 1948

Honorable James Forrestal
Secretary of Defense

United States Government

Washington, D. C.

Honorable Sir:

I, Alfred Cobb, 42 years of age, American citizen, and
now residing at Scarborough Road, Scarborough, New York
an writing on behalf of myself and my deceased younger
brother, Paul Cobb, also an American citizem.

At the outbreak of World War #2 my brother and I were
living in Dumaran Island, Province of Palawan, Philippine
Islands where we had a cattle ranch. Te are sons of the
late Ire D. Cobb, an American citizen, who died in the Santo
Tomas concentration camp in Manila, Philippine Islands in
October, 1943. Said Ira D. Cobb was a Spenish American war
veteran who saW service in Cuba in 1898 and in the Fhilippine
Ingurrection of 1901 to 1903, He was a native of Paris,
Arkensas and was born in Hill County, Texas, near Forth Worth.

Being the only Americans in that part of the Philippines
at the outbreak of the war (my father was in Manila), we
most naturally felt that we must do everything we can do of
whatever we can. Sea transportation to Manila and Iloilo or

Cetn were inmediately impossible because almost over night the
Japenese were all over the Philippine waters. We were, therefore,
bottled up in Dumaran Island and in the mainland of Palawan

which is only about one mile across the channel from Dumaran

~ DECLASSIFIED
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Island. Things went worse every dey and just before Corregidor
surrendered, wo souttled a faw motor launches thet wore within
cur resch. People abendonsd theix villages and settlenenis sll
along the cosst and took to the hille and dnto the ixterior.
The Jepansse took Puerto Frincesa, the capltal eity of
Palaven Frovioce, in ay 1942, In the saze month ve organized
+hat vas Joown i Falawan Frovince as the Gotb's Guerrilla.
Wo recrgentsed the Volunteer Geards in Dumaran Island asd in

Horthern Palaven Tsland, Tho Phtligpine Constebulery at Fusrto

Frincssa dlsbanded Just before the Japs landed. lie ere sble to
gather & fom rifles end isnedistely began patrolling up and
domn the cosst of Palavan Tsland to orgenize our Guorrillss.

About Juns, 1942 the Japanese brought to Ruerto Frincess
abost 400 American Frisonars of ler to open up en airfisld over
there. Uiy brother and 1 went down to Puerto Princesa as nesr s
e dared, which was near enough o see the Americens morkiag in
the fislds. They were folling down cocoamt trees. At zight
we planted 1ittls notes in the tree trunks that tho Asericans
were folling ard in this way sere able to commnicate with then.
Hovevar, a wholesale Tescus was impossible and their secret plan
4o broak avey was abandoned at the advice of their officers.
Four sen, however, were sble to escape in pairs of tros and foin
our Guerrillas in the Yorthern part of the fslend. They wers
Charlte Metiing and Jos Littls, both of the U. S. lavy, and the
Jater patr were George Pryor of the Navy, and Millism Swift of
the Narine. Of these four men, to the best of ny Inowledes,

only George Fryor died later.
o Prinoo:

I ane of our tripe slong the coast, tomard Pt

{ T DRCLASSIFIED
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in July, 1942, we encountered @ detachment of Japanese soldiera
st a "Sarrio? (settlement) called Tanabag, sbout 0 miles up

the codst fron the Japanese garrison in Ruerto Frinco:

Tle allowed a boat-load of then to reach the shore befors ve

opensd fire, since we had the advantage of cocoarut tre

for

cover all along the beach, e socounted for & Japane

enlioted nen and one Jepasese Lisutensnt that vers left dead
on the beach. Only two Jasarese got back to thetr launch by
erinming and the lawnch damadtately Fut out to sea.

In serly Septester,. 1942, word case to 5e that thers were
some 50 Americans stranded in Cuyo Tsland, about 100 wilss by
sail toat from Palewan Teland. ¥y brother asd T with some of
cur men went to this Coyo Taland S0 fetoh the Anericans since
they were sbeolutely bhelplass thers, Cuyo Tsland botag one
o those very small islands in the Sulu Sea with m forest at
411, Ve used a Japansse fishing launch that ve wers keeping
for Just such an smexgescy, for the over-night xun to Cwo
Zslend. (Thts Jap fishing launch vas captured fron o bunch of
Teranede fishernen by the Goron Guerrilas in amothor surpriso
a3fack a little to our torth and e were o sce

Yeoring_ the
Juineh in the inland waters of Northern Falavan Island. Lster,
vo'had to ses fire to this launch or lose 1t to the Japanase.)

Unfortunstely, when e got o Ouyo Tsland, the Jepansse had
already besn there shoad of us and sbaut ons half of the

Amsricans hed alvesdy surrendered. This, of-cour

, sstistied
the Jags sho thought they had a1l the Apericans and d1d not,
4aka the trouble to look for the rest who scattersd thamselve
3n the ottier side of the Island. Thts group of mericans

a11 enlisted men in the U. S. Arwy. Their only officer
SA)
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surrendered with the other half o the Japs. Their outfit was
the 48th Material Squadron, U.S. Army Air Force. They were
mostly Technical Sergeants. These 26 remaining men were
naturally very glad to join us and that right we sailed back
for Palawan Island where we were doing our Guerrilla activities.
These men stayed with the Cobb Guerrilla up to the time when

I sailed for Australia in late 1943.

InMey, 1943, in a quick trip to Cuyo Island for quinine
and other medicines we could find which were desperately
needed, I ren into lajor A, K. Whitehead of the 26th \';pvalry,
U. S. Army. Vajor Whitehead had three Filipino soldiers with
him. He hed recently escaped from a Japanese prison camp in
Iloilo. We joined forces with Major Whitehead and with most
of the Americans in our group, we made a trip to Tablas Island,
off the Northern coast of Panay Island, intending to secure a
big enough sail boat on a plan to get most of the men down to
Australia. The plan did not materialize, which was perhaps
Iucky because a big sail boat is almost surely to attract the
attention of the Japanese. So we broke up into smaller groups
in small native fishing sail boats, and each group set sail
for Australia. I learned later that William Young, Maurice
M Gee, Willie Wigfield and George Marquez, all of the 48th
Material Squadron, U. S. Army Air Force were captured in their
sail boat and put to death by the Japs in Iloilo. Kajor
Whitehead and I and a party of three were able to work our way
back to Palawan Island in easy overnight runs till we got to
Balabac Island Off the coast of North Borneo. From Balabac

vosk
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Tsland we crossad the Sulu Sea stopping at & little island in
Salu, end finally resching Tawitari in Decenber, 193. The
day o were to

4 sail for Australia from Tawitard, the
Japanese cane with & surprise attack about five in the sorning
but wore not able o land. In thia fight, ws wre only holping
the Tawitams Guerstllas undr the comsand of Col. Susres. The
next dey, Docember 15, 1943, ajor Mhitohead and I, with threo
Filipinos set sail for dustealis, arsiving in Dervin, Australla,
iy 6, 1944, Our

41 boat was a "oro Cunpit® about 2 7o,
Ethout a deck, one of those satl boats that the Noros used for
sishing.

T an anelosing photostat coptes of orders received at
Gobb Gusrri1la headquarters in Palavan Island fron Col. asarto

Foralta for me or 5y brother or the both of us, as Guerrill
Leaders avd Organisers, to report o Panay Island and receire
4nstructions from Col. Feralta, end orders of General XeArthur.
Thsss orders arrived st our hosdquartors when Najor Vhitehead
and T were in our satl bost on our way down to Australia,

(o original orders which T have in ry mssssston Sotay, topether
scme other gapors that wers belrng Kiph 5

e el Toland v ot e 3o an Feanstsco,
SRR iy et e e e e )

y brother Faul vho was 1eft 1n charg of our Guerrilla
sciiritias received the arders axd theretors, he ith sone of

16 men e hio coreand rocesded to Fany Teland. In Desester,
1943, aftar having asoosplishod his mission 1n Fanay Tstend, ny
Brother together with tw other Anerieans of the 4fth aterial
Squadron, U.5. Arey M Force, maely Alfred Sacusad, snd
Villanetaso (1ast mase), 126 the Teland of Fanay on their sl

G




boat. Usfortunstely, they were overtaken by one of those
troplcal tyshoons tho xight thoy loft and all perished st sea.
They have never beon beard of etnce. In all stncerity 1 know
that ay brother lost his 1ife in the service of his country.

o was 26 yours old. Kany of he buys of the 43th keterisl
Squadron, U.5. Arsy Air Porce who were with us in Palaven Tsland

are alive and baok in the States today.

ador Mitohesd and T arrived in Australia n Jamary 6,
1944 end were flom in & B-2k, under ordors of Genersl Kedrttur,
fron barvin b0 Brisbene, bustralia vhero ve mds detailed roports
4o USAFPE Headquarters usder General then Col. Courtaey Wdtney,
w10 1a no 4n Tokoo, Japan, with General Vokrthur, T vas sent

4o the 420 Genoral Hospital, U. S. Amy st Brisbene, hustralis,
for nossitaldsetion for three wesks. Ugon sy dlacharge fron

the Aray hosgital, T Joined the Aray Transport Service snd

nade thros difforant trips to Yew Guinea before contag beck

%o the tates.

on 1y return to the States T asiled in the Yerchant Yerize
411 throngh the rest of the Har and et the prasent nouent, an in
the Vorshant Verize as a liconsed Angineer.

1 an sutmttting the above brdef refort of =y brother's and
2y Gusrrilla activities for shatever consideration 3t may doserve
fron the Goverssont. T unerstand that the T. 5. Goverment or
the 1.5, krmy have aid and axe paying conpensations to Pilipino
and Amertcan Gusrt1las who rondered services and took up arms
agsinst the Japanese during the Tar. Tho Cobb Guerrilla
el Kuomn outfit, at loast in thet part of the Fhilippines

e
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where we were operating, and their activities, I kuow, are in
official reports to the U. S. Army of persons other than myself;
Wajor A. K. Whitehead, prosently with the Hq. lst. Squadron,

8th Cavalry, Tokio (A.P.0. 201, c/o Postmaster, S. F. Calif.) and
Williem G. de Carbonell, Lieutenant, U.S. Navy Reserve.

Our timely arrival in Australia by sail boat with all the
first hand information that we possessed of actual existing
conditions in those parts of the Fhilippines where we were
engaged in our Guerrilla work, orgenization, and intelligence,
was of incalculable assistance to both the U.S. Army and Navy.

Our properties in the Philippines, homes, ranch and all
the other tangible assets are hopelessly demaged and gone, not to
mention my father who died in Santo Tomas concentration camp and
ny own brother who lost his 1ife at sea, in the services of his
country.

1 eincerely believe my brother Paul and I are entitled to
compensation for Philippine Cuerrilla activities we have rendered,
if such services rendered during the war against the Japanese are
being recognized and paid for by the Government.

Very respectfully,
s/ Alfred Cobb
Enes. t/ Alfred Cobb
Photostat copy letter Col, Peralta regarding

instructions, General NcArthur, dated June 9,1943, and
Fhotostat copy Col. Peralta, Radiogram dated Nay 27, 1943

Alfred Cobb

The Grange
Scarborough Road
Scarborough, New York
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